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Guy S. McLean 
Professional Profile 
 

Guy S. McLean is a successful educator and exemplary leader of independent school 

education with an extensive career spanning more than 40 years, including 25 years as 

Headmaster of one of Canada’s premier independent schools.  In 2012, in recognition for 

his commitment and contributions to education and the community, Mr. McLean was awarded The Queen 

Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal.  

 

Mr. McLean has been an active member of the Oakville and Independent School community, volunteering 

extensively and being recognized through the following awards and work: 

 

Current 

• Round Square Deputy Chair, 2014 – Present 
• Round Square & Friends of Round Square, Board Member 
• Ross and Doris Dixon Foundation, Board Member  
• Board Member and Trustee, Lakefield College School 

 
Previous 
• Oakville Community Foundation, Board Member 
• United Way of Oakville, Board Member, Campaign Chair, Chair  
• Canadian Association of Independent Schools, (CAIS), Board Member 
• Canadian Education Standards Institute, Board Member 
• Athena Award Nominee 
• Appleby College, Board Member 
 
As a Board Member with CESI/CAIS, Mr. McLean actively participated on accreditation visiting committees which 

provided evaluations at schools with a broad range of curriculum offerings including International Baccalaureate 

programs, AP levels and Montessori schools in several provinces.  

 
Mr. McLean began his career when he joined Appleby College in 1971 teaching Latin, English and Math in the 

Junior School. He held a number of leadership positions – Head of English, Director of Athletics for the Junior 

School, Assistant Director of the Junior School, and Director of Studies, prior to being  appointed as Appleby’s 

sixth Headmaster in 1987. He retired from Appleby in 2012.  

 
With respect for its deep Canadian history and tradition, and a vision for innovation and differentiation, Mr. 

McLean’s leadership of Appleby College was characterized by thoughtful transformation. He authored a 

comprehensive strategic plan for the college in 1988/89 which set the stage for numerous innovations, including:  

 
• The introduction of co-education 
• The phasing out of Grades 4-6 and expansion of Grades 9-12, and increasing enrollment 
• Early adoption of technology in the classroom and introduction of a laptop program 
• Increased curriculum, including expanded athletic, visual and performing arts, and community service 

programs 
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• Increased international presence and exchange programs 
• The development of a campus Master Plan 
• Growth in endowment, record fundraising and significant campus expansion and upgrades 

 
In order to ensure Appleby’s continued growth and a level of socio-economic diversity in the school population, 

Mr. McLean initiated the Centennial Scholars program in 2012. Launched in his retirement year, the Centennial 

Scholars program is run in partnership with a series of regional agencies, such as Children’s Aid Society, Big 

Brothers/Big Sisters and the Halton Multicultural Council. The full-scholarship opportunity for needs-based 

financial assistance, covers costs for approximately four students in every grade.  

 
A global visionary, Mr. McLean brought Round Square to Appleby and adopted the pillars including 

internationalism, democracy, environment, adventure, leadership and service to others. This resulted in student 

outreach and learning both locally and globally. He also created a global access program for students overcoming 

traumatic circumstances. Four boarding beds reserved annually have included students from Thailand, 

Afghanistan, a Ugandan child solider and students from Starehe School in Kenya.  

 
Mr. McLean is an inspirational leader and philanthropist who encourages youth to be active and engaged citizens. 

A service project he launched for students to work with local charities to provide computers, training, tutoring 

and breakfast programs for youth has had an ongoing impact that has inspired others to give back and get 

involved.  

 

Mr. McLean is currently Interim Head at Lakefield College for the 2016-17 school year. 

 
Mr. McLean is an alumnus of Sedbergh School in Montebello, Quebec, where he won the Governor General’s 

Medal and served as Head Boy. A graduate of United World College of the Atlantic in Wales, he holds a Bachelor 

of Arts in English from Swarthmore College in Pennsylvania. He received his Master’s Degree in English Literature 

from the University of Wisconsin in 1971. 

 
Areas of Expertise 
 
Program Innovation Student Leadership Talent Management 

Curriculum Customization Change Leadership Community Engagement 

Marketing/Communications Student Wellness Multi-Cultural Inclusivity 

Capital Development School Operations Facility Management 

Board Governance Global Exchanges Advancement/Fundraising 

Enrolment Management Financial Assistance Leadership Development 

 

Contact Information 
 
Guy McLean 

1-866-521-6661 

Email: gmclean@mcleaneducationgroup.org 

 

 


